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1.61 ter to Samuel D. Ikghax, Esq. member of I transmit tlie paper you have requested, in 

Congress, New Hope, Bucks county, Fenn- the hope that, however deficient in the execu- 

sylvania. tion , it may prove of some use to the great cause 

of public virtue and political principles involved 
Philadelphia, Oct. 30, 1827. in the present contest. But it seems proper in 
Dear Sir — ^The general committee appoint- justice to myself, when presenting this paper 
ed by the democratic citizens of this district, for publication, to explain how it has happen- 
to aid in effecting the election of Gen. Jackson ed that I have been drawn into a discussion 
to the Presidency, have directed us to address of this subject under my own signature. Some 
you. ' lime in April last, a meeting of democratic rc- 
The character and principles of the present publicans was advertised to be held at Doyles- 
Cliief Magistrate of the Union are sincerely be- town, in this county, to take into consideration 
lieved to be, as a politician, in the enlarged the matters involved in the approaching Presi- 
sense of that word, dangerous to the institutions dential election. Owing perhaps to the sup- 
of the countT}^, and, as a party politician, coun- position that my public station afforded an op- 
lerfeit and hypocritical. In the last essay from portunity for information on that subject, which 
5'^our pen, communicated to the public, you in- was not common to all my fellow citizens, I was 
timate an intention todevelope this interesting specially requested by some of the committee, 
topic, and to put the i*esults of your research who called the meeting, to state the principal 
before your fellow-citizens. grounds on which Mr. Adams was deemed less 
Considering the subject of much more im- worthy to be supported for the presidency than 
portance than the ordinary themes of controver- Gen. Jackson. I accor^ngly made such a 
sy — as one which, treated by you, will confirm statement, and with a scrupulous regard to facts 
the judgment and sentiments of the people of either publicly known or susceptible of proof 
tliis Commonwealth — the committee regard it from historical documents. These statement^ 
as incumbent upon them to request, that they with some additional matters suggested by oth- 
may be made the means of giving to your ex-r ers, were made tlie baas of the proceedings of 
position, if it be prepared, such a diffusion as the meeting, which approved and publish- 
may be calculated to subserve the noble demo- ed them. 1 was soon after violently assailed in 
cratic cause to which they are devoted. On some of the papers that advocate the claims of 
i\ieir behalf, therefore, and agreeably to their Mr. Adams for the Presidency, which was fol- 
instruction, we beg that your paper, if complet- lowed up by an intemperate attack, somewhat 
« J, may be forwarded to us. of a personal nature, from Mr. Jonathan Boberis, 
We are. Dear Sir, very respectfully, that necessarily caused a reply under my oivn 
Your friends and servants, signature. In the course of his essays, Mr. 

HENRY HORN, Roberts undertook a defence of Blr. Adams 

G. M. DALLAS. against all the allegations in the Bucks county 

resolutions, in which he rashly denied most of 

.«__ the facts therein stated. 

This defence (if such it could be called) con- 

npPT V tained internal evidence of having been written, 

Ubl LY. jj^ pj^j^ ^^ least, under the eye of Mr. Adams 

Gentletweit — ^I have received your favour of himself. Thus asssuled and opposed by such 

the 30th ultimo, requesting that I will forward high authority, and already embarked in the 

to you, in behalf of the General Committee ap- discussion; I had no choice but to continue it, 

pointed by the democratic citizens of the city and present some of the proofs which I had in 

and county of Philadelphia, to aid in effecting my possession. Thus have I been forced into 

the election of Gen. Jackson to the Presiden- this discussion by circumstances in which I had 

cyofthe United States, the exposition of the but little agency, and which I trust will excuse 

political character and principles of the present me among my political friends, for what might 

Chi^f Magistrate, which I had promised some otherwise have seemed improperly assuming, 

time since to prepare, and make public. It is The exposition will, I hope, satisfy you that the 

gratifying to find that you have so highly ap- facts asserted in the Bucks county resolutions in 

preciated the importance of discussing tliis relation to Mr. Adams' alleged conversion to 

branch of the great question which now agi- democracy can be fully sustained, and that in- 

tatesthe pubhc mind, as to have expected stead of acting the part of an "intemperate ca- 

even from my very defective labors some bene- bals," as charged by Mr. Roberts, we have pre- 

ficial developments. The countenance of so sented them with .^^eat moderation, 

very respectable a body cannot fail to stimulate I am, witli \ ery great respect, 

other and better pens to a more thorough in- Your obedient servant, 

vestigation of the same subject, from which, S. D. INGHAM. 

when employed in so extensive a field, we may Hewrt Horw, and 

hope for an abundant collection and disclosure Geo. M. Dallas, Esqs. 

nf highly interesting facts. Great Spring", 1st Nov. 1827. , 
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Thi« paper wiJl lie devoted t©anexpe- nothiagtmt z nwre ficrambleforpowieK- 
>fiitien et &e evideftce oa whkh the .third We havie ihe jwithoritj ^f Jamiw Mo»» 
:alkg»ti<Mft in iheBttckeconBty resolutions moE, iacaafinsatioH of iitunewms f ac*» 
rests for its «tt]^»ert Thai allegiatioii is long since recorded as a part of ow histo- 
in the iollowwg wordst— ^ We iunre the ry, that Htfawnarclucal principles were t»t 
» best reason to kelieve that Mr, Adams ^extemunatcd from owr cotrntr j hj Ae re- 
*' affected to l)eeoo»e ja Bep*blkan in volution, *nd tiwit a portion of tne ^»*igs 
^* I80r^ whk a. wiew to deceive the demo- had straggled for Independence, bni 5aot 
J^^cratie party, and to obtain its assist- for BepnWkaa Liberty. While Wash- 
^^ ance to ^cqnire power^ dwnly iwrhen be ington ruted^ hie puipose ^ras to di»poae 
*^ had lost aJl feope of obtsming the ob- of every thing for the glory and bap)mea$ 
*^Mect of his ambiiion through his old po- of his coimt^'* His smgleness ofhwt 
*^Uti€al |kends^^^----Tbe Answer ^ven to and illustrious public ftwrioes, infif««d 
ihis<;harge is a simple negative, viz:— isiich universai confidence, thatlierfsadilj 
** liiat Mr. Adams did not «f^i?e^ to become ^controlled tjve janrir^ elements aroundl 
ii BtepubiiiQaA m ^30Z, but was always a binv, and exerted bb poisrer togive^udi 
repumicaOf in t^e irue aense rf that stability and beauty to our government, aa 
iemt '^ would leach all that it vr^9 the mo^M: p^*' 

This Charge i« one of fhe tnost serious feet system for the preservation of hvaoim 
(Qtat }k^ l>een made against Mr. Adams happiness. But no sooner was bis ^^hs^cf^^ 
ipitr to the crests of the late Elec^n* tnination to retire at tihe end of bis second 
tt deeply knpUcates his political and mo- term made knoivn^ than the deepest mt::^^ 
rai inte^ty* Bor it is vtxj clear that he 5ety uras awakened as to the political jprin^ 
vrho,^vuhout9tBy«wivic'^onof error^^baU oiplesof a. :snccessor. Mn Adams ibm 
dleliberately apostatize from the faith in filaer was lamong t(be bi^est to^ed of £he 
isrhich he had been edueatedp and had con- jnonarcbicai party. 0e bad labored ^'jA 
dnued, till at ttke full of meridiaft of life, great -zea! awd .per9ev:ering industry to es- 
9\^hetber to gratify avarice, an^bitiofl^ or ttaMisb iniepmaeme^ and in Jfbe mwn^ of 
:any other passion, must have cultivated that independi^Ko, with no less Ttfal .axkd 
in bis moments of retirement the odious ability to inculcate .mon«rc/ao«?^l«<^^;^^ 
art of hypocrisy, and silenced the admoni- For itbat purpose he Jiad written [serej^l 
i^ionrs «a ^conscience, by oberislung a cod -volumes of labored papers, stom^timjefi isv 
premeditated .-contempt for all moral obli^ isidiously disguised, oc<i«ionaMj opicn apd 
^tioa that coraHlicted with interest; Ihe unequivocal* ''Iho.se ^oai>e not fiofoTfiar 
.charge, it will beoeen, is that of an a/'- with ift^discussions of 17!97'-S-^.,w31 feet' 
/eeUa converaion from federalism tode- i&r understand th-ese fact* hyperstwjj; 
tmocracy for minister purposes. It virill jsome ibxtracts from ithe work« dD*d«»4 
inot be necessary to fi-ovo in this place, ito$ it will be recollected that John JM< 
that Aere existed an essential difference mm wrMt his book enttiflied tlhe ** DdfeBC«5 
in principle b(eiween the feder<dist9 aWd of ^^ Atm»^can ConstitutkwfcS,^ ismsM- 
♦the republican.% from an early period of lately before :<he orgariiziaticm of ft«j €<»»- 
our government it would be a libel up- venfion wbveh ad^ed the pnefesA Cois- 
«n both parties, to say that the difference Mitution of fte CtewesnaJ (jkwicrstmgaBJ^- 
"Cyhvih ^ l(H?ig: ;^tated the r otintry. \v;^« rand/o/ f%t jntrpmt of opesosJMig t^iS^ 





Blinds of tlie American people, and espe- " The distinctions of poor and rich are 
cialiy upon the members of the expected as necessary in stales ol considerable ex- 
convention, in the forniution of a j^overn- tent (such as the United States) as labor 
ment for our IJnicm. The Book was writ- and good ^^overnment; the poor arc desiin- 
en in the year J 786-7-8. The sentiments cd to labor^ and the rich^ by ihe advanfa- 
then expressed will show what sort of ^rs of cdncufion, indcjwidence, and hi- 
Government he would hine ^iven ns, and fmre^ arc qualified for superior slations,^^ 
especially what were his views of a De- Same vol. p. 300. 

inocra tic* Government. These A\ill be 'I'hese (juotations must prove, that Mr. 

found in tl;e followins; extracts: Adams was disposed to base his system 

'•The people in all nations are natu- of j]i;overnment upon the imperfections 

rally divideil into two sorts, tiie gentlemen and corruptions of mankind, and to per- 

and the simple men, a word winch is j)ctuate the adventitious inequality in the 

here clioscn to siiinify the common teo- condition of man, hj incorporating it into 

TLE." — "• By the common people we mean the Government^ instead of founding it 

laborers, mecbianics, husbandmen, and upon a natural equality, and breaking 

raerchaniii in general, who pursue their down tlie contrivances of tlie old world to 

occupati<^ns and iiulustry,. without any maintain and perpetuate artiftcial dig- 

knov^'ledge in liberal arts and sciences, or tinctions in society. Let us, however, 

in anv thin,9;, but their own trades and follow him while he attempts to prove that 

pursuits.'* vul. 3, p. 458. the people are incompetent to self-govern- 

"It must be acknowledged, in every ment 

state, Massachuseits for example, there " It has been the common /jeop/e then, 

arc inequaVities, which God and nature an^notXh^ gentlemen^ who have establish- 

have planted there, and which no human ed simple monarchies 2\\ over the world." 

legislature can ever eradicate." — ^^ Ine- — ^vol. 3, p. 459. 

qualify of Mr In! Let no man be surpri- ''It is the true policy of the common 

sed tliat thi? S|X'cies of inequality is in- peo2)le to \>\'Ace ihe wlwle executive potver 

troducod here. Let the page of history in the hands of awe maw." — vol. 3, p. 460. 

be quoted where any nation, ancient or '' B j kings and kingly power is meant 

modern, civilized or savage, is mention- ihe executive power in ^ single persotu^^ — 

ed, amoii^A wh'>m no diiVercnce was made Same, p. 461. 

between the citizens (m account of their ''The people themselves, U uncontrolled^ 

extraction. — The ciiihiren of illustrious will ne\ erlong tolerate a freedon of inqui- 

families have generally greater advanta- ry, debate^ or writing; their idols must 

ges of education, and earlier opportuni- not be reflected on, nor their schemes and 

ties to be acquainted v/ith public charac- actions scanned upon pain oi popular vert- 

tere, and informed of public affairs, than geance^ which is not less tennhle Hum that 

those of meaner ones, or even those in of despots or sovereign senators.^^ — Same, 

middle life, and what is more than all, p. 326. 

xm. habitual national veneration for their What a libel on the jfrinciples of free 

names, and the character of their ances- government, and how strikingly illustrat- 

tors described in historv, or coniijig down ed in the history of his oivn administra- 




the aft'e-ctio!). and respect of the public. " overturned by the people, whose idol {Mr. 

vol. l.p. uio, 10. Jefferson) msdntained and established 

'' The sou of a wise and virtuous father ^s the everlasting maxim of his country, 

finds the woihl iihml him sometimes as that error of opinion may be tolerated 

much dispos'Ml as lie is himself, to hon- where reason is left free to combat it! 

or the memo! y of his father: to congratu- " Tlie wlwle history of Rome shows tliat 

late him as the successor of his estate, corruption began with the people sooner 

and to com^)limenV him with election to than the Senate " — Same, vol. 327. 

the places he hohl." Same vol. p. 116. '•; Sobriety, abstinence and seventy, 

Thus did Mr. Adams ;irJ fully attempt were ??cyfr remarkable characteristics of 

to lay a fimndatio!! for iiis favorite theory danocran/^ or the democratic branch or 

of an hereditarv (iovornment; but hear mixture in any constitution; they have 

)iim furtliej*. oftencr been the characterisifcs ofaristoe- 



?•» f « f 



racy and oligarchy. Athens in parti cu- flucnce and power to succeed the next 

far, was never conspicuous for these quali- vol. 3. p. 9.75. 

ties, but on the contrary, from the first to Coultl there be more couchiKi'vas evi- 

thelast of her democraiical constitulion^ dence, not only of Mr. Aihims preferenctf 

levity, gaiety, inconstancy, dissiiiation, of tlic monarchical systeni, but of his iuvet- 

intemperance, debauchery, and a uissolu- erate hatred of republican g;overnnient? 

tion of manners, were the prevailing cha- Not all the servile essavs of the hiretl 

racteristics of the whole nation." — Same, scribblers for despotic power* nor all the 

p. 344. homilieson^''thedivinerj:L;htofkin^s,"caa 

** Powerful and crafty umlemimera furnish witliiu the same compass so man v 

have no where such rare sporty as in a libels, or such evidence of depraved and 

simple democracy or single popular as- embittered auimositv, againbt popular in- 

sembly. 'So wh^re^ not in the completest stitutions. When it shall be recollected 

despotisms, does human nature show itself tliat the man who entertained ihese opin- 




a democracy^ and in the beginning of des- cape the American people made in tlur 

potism which always succeeds it."— Same, election of 1800, the patriot caimot hel^ 

p. 329. breathinji; forth a grateful thanks^rivingt* 

Is there a parasite ofthe Holy Alliance, Providence. Other extracts may be ;i;iv- 

in any part of the continent of Europe, en from the same work, to show Mr. Ad- 

liiat could fulminate a more bitter tirade ams' preference iv,Y (nfJteredifan/ 'j;overH' 

against popular government ? The people ment. • \^ nob iliiy inunt an dn ill exinL"^^ 

cannot be trusted: — ^they will put tlie yoke ** Descent from ceiiain parents and inhe- 

on their own necks by giving tlie executive ritance of certain houses, lands and other 

power to a king: they wUl destroy the visible object Sn (uih^s) w ill eternally Imyi: 

liberty of the press ana of debate; — with such an influence over the ailections and 

them, corruption begins. They are vi- imaginations of the people, as no arts and 

cious and debauched, and terminate their institutions will control: tiine 26f7/ come, ^ 

Government in a scene of "^ brutality and it is not no?£', that these circumstances 

evilismHP^ Such were the lessons of will have more influence over 8;reat num- 

political instruction given to the present hers of minds tlum any consideration f)f 

Mr. John Q. Adams, when he was about virtue and talents^ and tvhafever injhi- 

25 years old. But let us examine a few ences numbers is of ^rcat moment in popm- 

more extracts from the same work — ^to lar governments and in all thdions.*'' \iiL 

show the opinions of the tutor in relation 3. p. 377. 

iopopular election. Thus Mr. Adams contrived a pretext 

" Every nassion and prejudice of eve- for the establislniieiit i^id political nobility 

Tj voter will be applied to, every flattery who should be htvulitarij, and by the glare 

and menace, every trick and bribe that of their joea^ree find fortune, da'A/.le tlie 

can be bestowed, and will be accepted, people, ami counteract the *>- horribhP 

Will be used, and what is horrible to evils of an uncontrolled popular electioji. 

think of, that candidate or that agent who " Go into New Knjjland," says he, ^'attd 

has fewest scruples, who will propagate you will find that the otfice of justice «f 

lies and slanders with most confidence the peace, and even the place of Kepresen- 

and secrecy, who will wheedle, flatter tative which has ever depended on the fres3i 

and cajole; who will debauch the people election ofthe people, has generally <le- 

by treats, feasts and diversions, with the scended from generation t-o generation in 

least hesitation, and bribe with the most three or four families at most." (vd. 1. 

impudent front, which can consist with p. 115.) And for this reason, he would in- 

hypocritical concealment, will draw in fer, that to establish an hereditary system 

j tools and worm out enemies, the fastest — in the constitution would only be conform- 

I unsullied honor, sterling integritv, real ing to the practice and disposition of the 

■ virtue, will stand a very unequal chance \ people — v/liom, in another place, when he 

Where vice, folly, impudence and knave- wanted to weaken public attachment to 

ry, have carried an election one year, popular election^, he had so outrageousTy 

they will acquire in the course of it fresh in- scandalized. 



1^ 
r 



! 



ttttssty seenjc itiperfltfotrs to add to the tarjratonce^thanthatthepeopleghottldte 
extracts already given, but I cauuot for- finiversally debauched and bribed-"—- 
bear t» present a few more^ VoL 5r p. 283* 

/''Thereisnoty^say&he, •'^inthettrAofe "Thank Heaven, Americans under^' 
JRoman history 9o happy a period as this «tand> and if the time shall come, as it is 
mtdei* their king^f the nation was formed, very possible it may^ when hereditary des* 
their morality, their religion, their max- cent shall become a less evU than annuat 
ims, their government, were afl establish' fraud and violence^ such a convention may 
ed tinder their kings — ^the nation was »till prevent the first magistrate from be- 
defended against numerous warlike na- comingabsolute^cw w?c//asAeredi7ary."— ^ 
tlo»& of enemies; in short, Rome was never Same, p* 282^ 

sa well governed or so Iwppy " VoL 3. It is impossible by any comment to clu- 
]>* S05* cidate the principles of Mr. Adams more 

**' I only contend thatt the English con- satisfactomy than it i» done in these 
sdttrtion is, in theory, the most stupmdous texts ; that he would have made an heredi- 
fedmcqfhtmmihtvention.^^ voU 1* p* 70* tary government for the United States, 

**' In future ^es, if the present states compounded of monarcAv and ari^ocracy,^ 
become a great nation, their own feelings^ mthout any mixture of clemecracy^is most 
and good sense will dictate totJiero what to unquestionable, and we have furtiier evi- 
6o^they may make transitions to a nearer dence, that he subsequently maintained 
resemblance of the British constitution;*^^ the same principles, and continued ta 
Same, p* 7U ^ urge them wherever he thought fee could 

*^ It (the aristocracy) is a body of men make an iaipression. When Vice Presi- 
which contain& the- greatest collection of dent, he opened a correspondence vrith 
virtne and charactei*, in a free govern- the great champion of democracy, Sam-r 
mentf is the brightest ornament and glory uel .^Uiams, in vi?lttch he still insisted upoit 
cf the nation; Slid may always be made the necessity of Zi nobilky branch io ihe 
tfie greatest blessing of society^ ir it be government, Hie latter observed Aat 
JU0iciou»LT MANAGED IN* THE coNSTiTu- the (oTUk of govemment most conducive 
TioN#'^ Same vol. p. 1 1 6* to human happiness, was indicated by " the 

^^TiQ» hazardous experiment (election natural love of liberty implcmted in the 
cf their first maeistrate) the Americans human heart; to which the Vice President 
have tried 5 and if elections are soberly sneerjngly replied, l^at the *^ natural love 
made, it may answer veiy well; bat if of liberty was also implanted in the breast 
parties, factions, drunkenness, bribes, ar- of a WOLF.'' No sooner was Mr. Adam» 
iities, and delirium come in, as they al- seated in the Presidential chair, than 
ways have done sooner or later, to embroil he exerted the whole power of his admin- 
and decide every thing, the people must istration to establish his favorite doctrines^ 
again have recoui-se to conventions, and Ofiices were given to none but the advo- 
find a remedy for this ** hazardous expc- cates of his doctrines, and every republi- 
riment.''' **Neither philosophy nor poli- can wiiig, no matter how exalted hvs ta-r 
cy has yet discovered any other cure, Icnts cwr virtues, was proscribed. A po- 
than by prolonging; the dui-ation of tiie litical badge, the black cockade, was ui- 
first Magistrate an9 Senators. The evil troduced, by which the partisans of the 
may be lessened and posrtponed by elec- faith could be known: he openly declared 
tionsf for longer periods of years, till while in the* Presidential chair, to Mr. 
THKx BECOME Foii LIFE, and if thisis not Taylor of Virginia and Mr. Langdon of 
found an adequate remedy, there will re- New Hampshire, that **Ae hoped or expect- 
main no other but to make them hered- ^^edto see the day when Mr. Taylor and 
iTARY. The delieac}^ or the dread of '''his friend Mr. Griles would be convinc- 
anpq)ularity that should induce any man *''ed that the.people of Ameiica wotdd not 
tcr conceal this important truth from *'' be happy wtthotct an HEREnrrARY chikf 
the full view of the people, would be a "magistrate asd senate, or at least 
weakness, if not a vice." VoL 3. p. 296. ^^ for lifk."^ 

**^ Mankind have universally discovered This dectamtion is verified by Mr. 
t^iat chance was preferable to a corrupt Langdon, in a letter addressed to samael 
ehoicCf and have trusted Providence rath- RingokL,, of New Harapshkc, dated Ports- 
erthan themselves. First M^strates moulii, October 10, 1800. — But he had 
axidSc^nators had better be m&de heredi* more poweifui instruments than aigi^- 



I itieniS) dogmas and insidious criticisms : vating and' nmnoting the interest of tUe 

he had the whole patronage of the govt. of. people ftr w ^jjjtfji issW^^^ ^'** Adams 

the U. S. in his hand. The le»slative pow- retaineid l|0MQPPl||||fm8 monarchical here- 

«r was employed to muzzle me press and sies,and to thesfiuKas now added an increa- 

{ «top the freeoom of discussion, in viola- sed hojitilitj to every thing that pertained 

fptionof the most sacred provision of the to democracy and the popular system. The 

constitution; and editors of newspapers immortal Jenerson was |p« some time the 

[l were punished by fine and imprisonment object of his invective. " 1 shudder," 

for scrutinizing the conduct of public said he in one of his letters to Cunnin^- 

[ m^n. This great rampart of liberty bro- ham, "atthe calamities which I fear hiSf 

J. ken down, and the constitution undermin- ** conduct is preparing for his country, 

I cd, there remained no sufficient barrier to " from a mean thirst Tor popularity, an 

I consolidation and the establishment of ^^ inordinate ambition, and a want of sin- 

^: privileged orders, o^cc«/br /i/c, and even "cerity." 

'; hereditary succession. In all human pro- It appears, then, that from the fir^t 

\ bability, the relection of Mr. Adams would dawn of independence, while a minister 

I have accomplished all he wished in this at the court of St. James, through the sue- 

f respect. It was clearly seen, that nothing cessive public stations to which he was 

but a great political revolution could re- called, in the chief magistracy of the 

place the government on its ori^nal and United States, and after liis retirement, 

true foundation, and preserve the repub- when all his vague and false theories had 

lie I The mighty work was undertaken by been proved enoneous by experience, he 

the virtuous patriots of the day, by tlie inflexibly maintained and inculcated his 

republican whigs of the revolution. — They monarchical principles. Such was the po^ 




opposition, 

**di8organizer8," " enemies to law, or- a school has produced upon his mind: wheJ- 

der, and relimon;" in a word, as "t/iorco- ther he has been an apt disciple of, or at 

bins^^ and '* Democrats;" which appella- any time proved recreant to, this imposing- 

tions were intended to designate the abet- authority, 

tors of every vice which the author of the The first account of his education is io 

r '' defence" nad characterized as the con- be found in the secret journal of the Old 

comitants of popular government The Congress, vol. 2, p. 312, in the following 

struggle was a tearful one on the part of words: *,'The Committee, consisting df 

the republicans, and against vast odds ; Mr. Forbes, Mr. Mathews, and Mr. 

the administration had sought with some Houston, to whom was referred a report 

. success to identify themselves with the of the commissioners of accounts of the 

Government itself, and hence it assumed 25th October, 1779, on the accounts of 

the name oi federalism^ as a mask in its the Hon. John Adams, late one of the 

warfare for Monarchy^ and thousands who commissioners of the United States to the 

. deprecated its course, apprehended that a court of Versailles, report: That they do 

change of rulers would overthrow the go- not find any vote or proceeding of Con- 

vernment, and produce a scene of anarchy gress, nor are they informed of any gene- 

and civil commotion. — Mr. Adams was ral or received custom on which the 

contending not merely for another four charge of monies for the education of the 

, years, but for the practical establishment accountant's son, can be admitted^ and 

of his doctrine and the maintenance of a though the same is inconsiderable, th«y 

chief ma^stracy ^'at least for life. " — But are of opinion it ought to be rejected, that 

! the principles of free government triumph- a precedent be not established.'' The 

, €d, the great " Islam" of monarchy was younger Mr. Adams could not certainly 

I overthrown, and left the seat of govern- be responsible for this transaction, but it 

inent like a deposed King, who feared that is given as an interesting fact in the family 

the loss of power would be followed by history. Nor could he be responsible 

^e loss of his head. The accumulated for his foreign education and early in- 

' machinery and trappings of latent monar- troduction to the splendor of European 

chy were dissipated by his successor, and courts, nor for the political lessons incul- 

the government being restored to its ori- cated by his parent; while these have giv- 

ginal design, moved smoothly on, cnlti- en the cast and direclaon of his inmd% 
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which now so deeply interest the Ameri- power of the people ought to be delegateil^ 
can people. The first work from the ^or their benefitP^ Such is his account of I^jq 
pen of Mr. Adams the jrofunffer, which the Constitution which is the " admire L,j 
seems to have developed his political prin- tion of the world,'' and such his opinio! Igjar 
ciples, was written m 1793, at an early of the capacity of the people for 8elf-go-|,g^ 
period of the French revolution. The vernment. He virtualnr asserts the doc- 1 {jj., 
overthrow ofthe French despotism,and the trine, that *Hhe people are their owb||^ 
substitution of a government having the worst enemies," and that all power should 
appearance of more freedom, was hailed be given up by them, and removed as far 
by the friends of liberty throughout the from their reach as possible. In the same 
world, and most especially in me United work he declares that **it is not the «i«- 
States, with a feeling of universal joy; cAanico/ //orror against the name of king l^ 
none but monarchists deplored the event, or aristocracy^ nor the physical antipathjim^ 
and what is remarkable, none deplored it to the sound of an extravagant title, nor |||; 
more than the monarchists ofthe United the sight of an innocent ribband, that cac |- 
States. Very few of these, however, had authorize a people to lay violent hands on 
betrayed their feelings so early as 1793 ; the constitution which protects their 
and yet we find Mr. Adams enlisted with ri^its and guards their liberties." The 
to much zeal against the republicans of constitution of the old French govem- 
France, that he engaged in controverting ment, with its innocent ribbands, and Bas- 
the doctrines of one ofthe most efficient tiles, and lettres-de-cachet, seemed te 
and popular writers of our revolution have inspired the veneration of our young 
against the principles of monarchy. The author, who, according to Mr. Jonathan 
well known series of papers under the sig- Roberts, had ** alwavs been a republican 
nature of * Publicola,' was the offspring of in the true sense of that term!" 
this labour. They were written in de- From about tliis period Mr. J. Q. Ad- 
feuce of royalty, against the doctrines of ams was employed on a Foreign Mission, 
the Rights of Man. These papers breathe which Mr. Roberts has been instructed to 
in almost every line, a disguised hostility say, was in consequence of the recom- 
to republican principles, and the same de- mendation of Mr. Jefferson, the " Islam of 
votion to monarchy which is found in the democracy," who it seems was so well 
writings of his fatjjer, and also the same pleased with Mr. Adams' monarchical doc- 
animosity to the great republican leader trines in Publicola, his attack upon the 
of that day: Mr. Jefferson is stigmatized " Rights of Man," and lastly the violent 
as the "Islam of Democracy," and his assault upon his own public conduct and 
favorable opinion ofthe "Rights of Man" principles, that he would insist upon re- 
is criticisea with a censorious ardour bet- quitin^ him with a foreign mission ! ! 
ter fitting a parasite of George the third. While abroad in Prussia, Mr. Adams 
or of Louis the sixteenth, than the citiz^en wrote his Silesian Letters. The shrewd 
of a nation but just emancipated from th^ editors ofthe Edinburgh Review, thus 

{oke of a kingly government, and which speak of this work — ^vol. 5, page 182: 
ad staked aU its hopes upon a govern- " Mr, Adams has many recollections ot 
ment, the very opposite of monarchy. *' his native country, but his feelings about 

Time and space will not permit many " it more resemble the loyal acquiescence 
quotations from tiiis work. A few will " of a subject, than the personal interest 
sufilce to prove its character and its coin- " and ardor of a republican." 
cidence ot design with that ofthe author If Mr. Adams had felt the " ardor of a 
of the Defence of the American Constitu- republican," it would have been impossi- 
tions, written in 1787. The elder Ad- ble for liim to have concealed his feehngs, 
ams said, that "the British Constitution when writing in a foreign country, where 
was the most stupendous fabric of human every thing around him relating to human 
invention:" the younger Adams said in happiness apd civil liberty, ^^^ con- 
his Publicola, that "the British Consti- trasted with those subjects in his own 
tution was the admiration of the world!" country^ could not fail to animate hira 
The expression' merely varied to avoid with proud gratulation. 
pla^arism. The latter further remarks. Not long aftei his returl from Prussia, 
that " the people of England have delega- wc find lum again in his native state, 
ted their whole power to the king, lords, adopted as the leader of the fallen party 
and commons," and then adds: *Hhat th% La New England. Having failed m am 
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^' electum to Consress against the republi- are iust principlea of precedence iu a vb* 

^ can candidate, Re was taJeen up for the public''— and adds, that ^^If a famiLj 

\ senate in 1803, and after several ballot- ^^wliich has been high in office, and 

2 ings chosen by the exact number of votes ^^ splendid in wealth, fall into decay from 

Jl necessary to a choice, against the repub- " profligacy, folly, vice, or misfortune, 

' lican candidate. (T. S. Skinner.) At **they generally* turn democrats, and 

J the succeedii^ session, Mr. Pickering *' court the lowest of the people witli an 

^ was associated with him, being elected "anlor, an art, a skill, and consequently 

' by the same party. — At this period the " with a success, which no vulgar demo- 

■ two great parties, republican and federal, "crat can attain." *' In theory," say« 

' were as much at variance as at any period he ''all governments profess to regard 

[ of our history, and I take it for granted "merit alone, but in practice, democrat* 

r that he was then acting in good faith with '' ical governments certainly regard it as 

the people who elected him to tlie Senate. " little as any." 

His votes all indicate the most decided In a subsecjuent letter, dated March 

. opposition to the measures ofMr. Jetter- 15th, 18()4, he observes to his corres- 

son's administration, and a very marked pendent thus: "You say the awful »pin7 

personal hostility to that great man was of democracy is in great projjress." I be- 

evinced in his doggerel satires in the lieve it, and I know something of tlie na- 

Monthly Anthology. — In obedience ture of it It is a young rake who thinks 

to the jealous feelings of the eastern himself very handsome and well made^ 

federalists, he opposed every measure and who has little faith in female virtue: 

for the introduction of Louisiana into when the people once admit his court- 

the Union; he even voted against paying ship, and permit him the least familiarity, 

the militia who had been ordered out by they soon find themselves in the condition 

law to receive possession of the country; of tlie poor girl who told her own story in 

and moreover msdntained liis monarchical this affecting style: 

principles in every vote upon the organi- " Tlie next day he grew a little bolder— 

zation of the government of tliat territo- but promised me marriage. The next 

Sr: — he voted for a landed property (luali- day— he began to be enterprising; 

cation to every elector as a conaition but the next day— oh sir, he got me 

. for his right of suffrage; he refused to with child." 

pay respect to the memory of the great Democracy is Lovelace^ and the people 

republican leader in Massachusetts, Sam- are Clarissa; the artful villain will pursue 

uei Adams, as will be seen by a reference the innocent lovely girl to her ruin and 

to the Senate Journal, October, 1803. her death." 

These Journals abound with votes in *' The federalists appear tome to be 
uniform concert against the republican veryinattentivetothe public events as well 
majority of the Senate. If Mr. Adams as character." The letter from which 
was then ^^ a republican in the true mean- these extracts are taken, teems with hos- 
ing of that term," so was Timothy Pick- tility to prominent republicans in New 
■ erins, and so were the Dag^ts and 6ns- England, and elsewhere, and is pure or* 

' wolds, and Quincys, and Otis's and every thodox federalism as to men and measures 
body that was strugsling to overdirow and principles.— Duringthis period the soti, 
Mr. Jefferson's administration as had been observed, was acting in full 
The private correspondence of the Ex- concert at Washington; for whose ad- 
President with Mr. Cunningham, com- vancement the father appears to have beeij 
mencing in Nov. 1 803, furnishes an un- most deeply interested, which was the 
errinjg euide to mark the progress of the chief object of his correspondence with 

' polilicai changes in the conduct of both Cunningham. There is a chasm in the 

I fatJier and soju In January, 1804, the correspondence, however, from 1804 to 
elder Adams, then still indulging his hos- 1808, and before we return to it, it may 
tility to democracy, offers to furnish Mr. be as well to notice some incidents in re- 
Cunningham anecdotes from his memory lation to the political progress of the 
** to develope the true character of the salt younger Adams, 

mountain philosopher," (Mr. Jefferson.) There is no evidence of any disposition 

In a letter dated Feb. 24, 1804, he on his part to secede from his federal 

maintains the doctrine laid down in his friends until sonie lime in 1807: In the 

" defence," viz. fliat " rank and wealth spring of that year, ^Mie presided (saff» 
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tbjB Boston Statesman) at a federal caucus Parsons, in company with Mr. John % 
which nominated Caleb Strong for Go- Adams, nor do 1 believe, that I ever met 
vernor, and Christopher Gore and Hani- Mr. Adams in company with the late 
son G. Otis for Senators of Massachu- Chief Justice Parsons, at any time subse- 
l^tts" ! ! ! quent to my leaving Mr. Parsons' office 

" About the same time at the table of as a student in the spring of 1783. 
Hn illustrious citizen, now no more, he a- HORATIO TOWNSEND. 

mented the fearful progress of the demo- This very singular defence was relied 
cratic party and of Its principles, and de- upon, and is the only answer given, to 
clared that he had long meditated the sub- refute the charge. It was of no impor- 
ject, and had become convinced that the tance when the conversation occurred, 
only method,by which the democratic par- and yet Mr. Townsend, the witness and 
ty could be destroyed, was byjoimng with friend of Mr. Adams, only proves that it 
It, and urging it on with the utmost ener- could not have occurred j^t Chief Justice 
gy to the completion of its views, where^ Parsons in his presence— he says not one 
by the result would prove so ndiculous, word as to the fact in dispute, the denial 
^nd so ruinous to the country, that the of which, he, as a man of intelligence, 
people would be led to despise the pnnci- ^ell knew would have been infinitely bet- 
ples and to condemn the effects of demo- ter evidence than to have disproved fifty 
cratic policy, and then said he, we may locations of the conversation. So far from 
HAVE A FORM OF GOVERNMENT BETTER weakening the truth of the charge, the 
SUITED TO THE GENIUS AN» DisposmoN affidavit of Mr. Townsend, without any 
QF QUR opuNTRY, THAN OUR PRESENT forther evideucc, givcs it additional 
CONSTITUTION. ,^ .^ . Strength, and leaves toe ouly material fact 

This cteige. sjivi a writer m the Unit- to be hresistibly inferred. But let us 
ed Stats, Telegrarh. was attempted to see what two otoer respectable witnesses 
feedenied m toe National Journal, (a pa- have stated— viz. John B. Derby, Esq. 
per established by Mr. Adams, to pro- Counsellor at Law of Norfolk, and sou- 
mote his election, and mainlv edited by in-law of Mr. Townsend, and James 
him,) and the Statesman and other pa- Richardson, Esq. Counsellor at Law of 
pers which had repeated this charge were toe same county, 
called upon for their autoority about the T7i?Tn a vtt^ 

time the battle was over." Horatio AJ?J?lDAVll. 

Townsend, Esq. a gentleman of charac- !» John B. Derby, of Dedham, late of 
ter, toe Glerk of toe Judicial Court of the Medfield, in toe county of Norfolk, of 
9tate for toe county of Norfolk, and the lawful aee, testify and say, that one even- 
neighbor and friend of Mr. Adams, was ing in the summer of 1820, being at toe 
named as one who had heard these deck- house of Horatio Townsend, Esq. of Ded- 
rations, and had often repeated them. It ham, conversing wito said Townsend on 
was also stated by the editors of the the political character of J. Q. Adams, and 
Statesman, that they had been informed objecting to Mr. Adams on toe ground of 
that these declarations were made at the his desertion of federal principles; said 
table of the late Chief Justice Parsons, Townsend asserted that Mr. Adams was 
toen toe great leader of the federal prty in heart a federalist^ altoough acting with 
in Massachusetts." Mr. Townsend was the democratic party, and for proof there- 
a friend of Mr. Adams, disposed to do of, stated that he, Mr, Townsend, being 
every thing which in conscience he could »iany years before in com|)any wito Mr. 
do to helphis cause, and he gives his cer- Adams, and otoer distinguished federal- 
tificate and affidavit as follows. iats, previous to Mr. Adams' political con- 

Dedham, Nov. 6, 1834. version, [I think at the late Chief Justice 

I, Horatio Townsend, Clerk of the Su- Parsons,] Mr. Adams, speaking of toe in- 

preme Judicial Court, and of the Court of creasing power of toe democratic part^. 



jn uie American au11e9111a.11 aiiu v-'itjr rvc- pv*vp»^, |#uu&i9iic;u lu w«s kjM»i^o»».«*« va 

msterof this date, headed *^Explanato- July last Afterwards, in toe Spring, I 

ly," hereby make solemn oato that I have think, of 1822, the said Townsend being 

|io recollection of ever havii^ dined at at my house in Medfield, on my again in-; 

%Sfi ^hl^ of the I{onor^\e '(l^eophUu^ tTQciucing the 4iecH9U04 pf th^ same su)^ 



19 

ject, repeated to «*flie sane decUratioBS made by Mr. AdaiM. JHie onW autfeea 

if Mr Adams in rinilar languagfr-that he account of '* « t?^**^*""? JJf 

John Quincy Adams made such observa- Randolph's speech delivered in tiie Senate 

iions, I do not know, but I was constrain- tiie day before be went to the field with 

•d t^ believe that he made them by the Mr. Clay, and which he «p«»9«i a pw- 

ftequent and confident assertions of Mr. ticular desire to have published in ^ 

TpWnsend. That Mr. Townsend said event of his falliM in that combat. The 

in substance what I have here stated, is speech has never been published, and it is 

confirmed by the Hon. James Richard- believed the repoi-ters do not intend to 

son, who says that he immediately recol- publish ib many hundreds of persons 

lected haviii heard Mr. Townsend so ex- were present when it was delivered, and 

press himself in conversation once at said it is impMSible that the facts stated can 

Townsend's house, and also at his office, be matemlly mistaken, 
and that it occurred to him before he M.. lUndolph read a letter from a gen- 

knew that he was designated as one of ?«•»«?'? ^•'^'""^/^^^/"S ^'l!. 5**=!? ,f" 
those to whom the above statements of he had them from Mr. GdeB,substantiaUy 

Mr. Townsend were addressed. *'i2'^"^.' J:., • ,, » j 

(Signed) JOHN B. DERBY. That Mr. GUes and Mr Adams were 

K- .viL ... wA...^i.«. ath 1 ac,A members of the same committee; that 

Norfolk, "•J^<»'«i«- 8J; 1^24. sometimes rode together in the same 

Then the above named John B. DeAy ^^ ^y^^^ Mr. Adlms became seri- 

declared on oatii that the above statement ^^^^^ ^^ seemed weighed 

aubscnbed by him was true. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^. ^,,^„ ^ ^^ 

^ 'i^ A bvfiTo wftTJTHTTtfftTnv length told Mr. Giles, that he had a mat- 

gRASMUS WORTHINGTON ^er W^o^ • , y k he thought 

, , , . , •'usui.c WW j^ jjjg ^l^ly to relate to Mr. Jefferson, then 

On the back of the affidavit is the tol- president^ but did not know how to ap- 

fcwmg certificate:— preach him, and desired Mr. Giles to 

I have read the part of the within affi- make the communication. The latter 

davit which relates to myself, and declare encouraged him to do it himself, which 

it to be substantially true. hie did. Mr. Adams informed Mr. Jef- 

. (Signed) ferson, "that the Federalists of New 

JAMES RICHARDSON. England were plotting with tiie govern- 

This evidence, which remains uncontra- ment of Canada a treasonable secession 
dieted and unexplained, is of itself con- from the Union — ^that their schemes had 
elusive of the fact charged in the Bucks been disclosed to him — ^that he had 
«omnty resolutions, and of an offence even once believed them to be patriotic, but 
much more odious— ^ot merely that he could no longer act in concert with them." 
was insincere in his conversion, and used Mr. Jefferson relied on his honor and be- 
lt to gain power, but that he meditated lieved the statement Mr. Adams gave in 
such a purpose with a view to the prostra- his adhesion to the executive, and was 
tion of the democratic party in the Unit- ready from that time forward, as he open- 
ed States, by means the most unworthy ly declared in Senate, to ** act without 
that could have been imagined in the worst deliberation" in favor of whatever he re^ 
daysof the Hartford Convention. commended. 

This declaration was obviously made I forbear any comment upon these facts, 
for the purpose of being secretly commu- further than to observe, that if the charge 
nicated to certain of his old political was true^ how does Mr. Adams reconcile 
ficiends, with a view to avert their indig- his present intimate association with the 
nation against him for his apparent deser- very men he then so solemnly denounced 
tion of tneir ranks. Some were in the se- as plotting treason against his coun- 
cret of his movements, and exulted in his try? Ancl if it was not true, I 
elevation to the Presidency, before his leave to others to find language to ex- 
public assurances were given ; hence said press the atrociousness of the calumny. 
Josiah Quincy, when he neard of the elec- The events of 1813-14 furnish a much 
tion of 1825, ^ those who fell with the clearer development of the views of cer- 
first Adams luive risen with the second." tain men in New England, which I shall 

I^n the session of 1807-8, the grand have occasion to refer to hereafter. 

movement. upoDtijiiedeiaQcraticpart^ wi^ We have now arrived at the period 
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when the Cunningham cerrespondence this time and the 20th, it appears from 
recommenced. The ex-president, whose President Washington's letter, that Mr. 
feelings appear throughout to have been in Adams sent him a paper wiitten by hia 
perfect unison with tnose of his son, ceas- son J. Q. Adams, accompanied by a sug^ 
es to pour out invectives against Mr. Jef- gestion of some delicate doubts of the pro- 
ferson and democracy: sp^s of the "fe- priety of promoting him. Mr. Adams 
deralists administering their nauseous was not invested with the executive au- 
oil," ''to excite a momentary flash" — ''in thority until the 4th of March following, 
his old lamp" before it expires '.-^defends but the a^randizement of his family 
his old measures; abuses Hamilton; thinks seemed to nave been an early and prima- 
" Pinckney can never rise to the chair," ry consideration; and the sanction rf 
and that " he ousht never to have been President Washington was thus eager- 
nominated for it:" eulo^zes the conduct ly and cunningly sought, at the first 
of his son as " able, upright, candid, im- and most propitious moment to promote 
partial, and independent:^' "applauds his future plans for a family inheritance, 
and admires" liis letter to Otis, but thinks This object, although frustrated by 
"he would have been more politic if he the election of 1800, and for some time 
had declined the invitation to the cau- after regarded as hopeless, now, viz. in 
cus," which nominated Mr Madison: 1808, fa^gan to revive, and from that 
considers "the policy of a limitation to the time forward the "illustrious family" 
embargo a nice question:" says "theFe- which had fallen "into decay," "turn 
deralists by their intollerance have gone democrats, and court ' the lowest of the 
' far towards justifying Mr. Jefferson for people, with an ardor, an art, and a skill, 
his:" that " our government is for ever to and consequently with a success, which 
be a party government, and the only hope no vulgar democrat can attain." 
is, that in me game of leap frog, once m Gore and Pickman* were denounced 
eight or 12 years, the par^ of the Outs^ as the "sons of refugees," Lloyd as the 
will leap over the heacfs of the /n»," and "son of a Tory,^' Hamilton was an " in- 
that he would " nearly as soon see one triguer,'* Pickering a t£>caAr, vain, vindic- 
party absolute and unchecked as the oth- tive, and dishonest man. The Tories who 
er!" Such are the views of the first let- had been all in all at the election of 1800, 
ter to Cunningham aft^r Mr. J. Q Ad- (insomuch that the whig federalists could 
xims' adhesion to the administration at no more celebrate the 4th of July in many 
Washington. Mr Cunningham was en- parts of the Union, than the Administra- 
eaged in preparing the way with his pen tion democrats can celebrate the 8th of 
for the advancement of Mr. J Q. Adams January now,) were to be put down, and 
to the presidency, and althougii he writes Mr. Adams, who had lost sight of the 
well, and with all the feeling of a partisan revolution audits principles, from the mo- 
dcngaged in what he believes to be a ^od ment he began to write his " defence" 
cause, seems not to have been very quick- down to his son's adhesion, in 1807, now 
sighted in discovering the particular mo- became all alive to Whiggism and the 
tive for the change of tone in the ex-presi- principles of the Revolution, and said, 
Kent's letter. Cunningham proposes to "that the portrait of Washington ought 
attack Mr. Jeiferson. Mr. Adams does not to shove aside the portraits of John 
not respond to this part of his plan, but Hancock and Samuel Adams in Fanueil 
adverts to the measures of Washington's Hall," viz. the same Samuel Adams 
administration, in which he had taken whom J. Q. Adams not long before refu- 
part, and to his opinion of his son's tal- sed by his vote in the Senate to pay res- 
ents, and fnrnishes Mr. Cunningham with pect to the memory of, by wearing crape 
a copy of a commendatory letter from on his arm. As his hopes for his son re- 
Washington to himself, written Feb. 20, vived, he received new life and vigor, 
1797. This letter has lately gone the and at the age of 74 boldly enters upon 
rounds through all the administration pa- the arena as a political gladiator, and 
pers, and tiierefore deserves some notice, with " the enthusiasm of 40" attemptsjo 
It will be recollected that Mr. Adams "ride the whiriwind," which he hadbe- 
was elected in the fall of 1796, by a small fore said " would be delirium." 
majority over Mr. Jefterson. On the 2d He informs Mr. Cunningham m his let- 
Wednesday in February, the votes were ter of December, 1808, "mcori/i(/ence,that 
ascertained in the presence of both houses, considerable pains had been taken to per 
and the result declared. Between • See Cunningham's Letter. 
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BUftde his friend J. Q. Adams to consent pathy for "the poor democrats,'' and tlie 
to be run (for Governor of Massachusetts) whole of his essays in the Boston Patnot, 
by the Republicans ; but he (was) utterly seem indeed like an atteinnt to move 
averse to ft— and so am I," said the father « Heaven and Earth" to " effect the con- 
in perfect concert—" for various reasons tinuation'' of power— but my sons, said he 

1. The omce, though a precious stone, in his letter of the 22d June, 1 809, " were 

is but a carbuncle shining in the dark ;'' delighted that I had taken the subject 

• ' he would stand in competition with Mr. np. '' The degraded j disappointed, and 

Lincoln, which would divide the republi- illustrious family, was all in motion 

€an interest, and " it wotdd produce an for " carrying its point." Still hope was 



any good, or acquiring any honor ^ or re- er or abler man Deiuna mm. •• i hope, 

ceiving any profitJ^^ The policy was to (said the father,) his absence will not be 

move more gradually, get hold of the Re- long,'' and in the mean time he carries on 

publicans, but not to let go of the Fede- the work, which had previously so "de- 

ralists. Did this look like a sincere con- lighted" his sons, 

version to republicanism ? Was it not a The plan of operation was for the father 

politic movement to keep an anchor upon to fight the battle, and prepare the public 

both parties, ready as occasion might serve mind for the admission of the son into 

to slip the one and warp up on the other." the republican ranks, without exposing him 

After all the exertion by the father, in in action; but the progress of their joint 

writing volumes for the papers, traducing efforts had not kept pace with their expec- 

the men with whom he had acted when in tations; the banishment of Aristides was 

power, and ^'courting the peopW'* with a sore postponement ofthe fruition of their 

^^rnore art^^ than was attainable by a plain labt>r8. 

^'vtdgar democraty^^ his son only received The son evidently left the country for 

an appointment as Minister to Russia, Russia, brooding feeling of disappoint- 

This was a severe blow ; he wanted the ment and vexation, which we find fully 

State Department under the new admin- matured in his famous letter to Levitt 

istration of Mr. Madison, but he "was Harris,* recently made public, 

banished because he was too just!" — ^From A brief history of this letter is asfol- 

this time, hope was clouded, but not aban- lows: Mr. Adams was Minister resident 

doned. at St. Petersburg, where Harris was Con- 

The ex-president constantly relied with sul General 5 a very cordial and friendly 

full faith on his old maxims; and one laid intercourse was kept up between them at 

down in the 3d volume of his " defence," St. Petersburg, and when Mr. Adams left 

page 278, London edition, seems to have that place for Ghent, he appointed Mr. 

preserved and inspired his hope at this Hams Charge des Affaires m his room, 

period— he there says, that " Continuation He confided in him as the protector of hi» 

of power in the same persons and families, family, had written him many confidential 

will as certainly take place in a simple letters, and among these tlie famous letter 

\ democracy, or a democracy by represcn- from Ghent. Harris was afterwards ac- 

tation, as in hereditary aristocracy, or cased of official corruption while Consul 

ihonarchy. — TT^e continuation will be cer- General, and Mr. Adams, then Secretary 

/am, bat it willbe accomplished by corrup- of State, backed the accusation by zeal- 

tion^ which is worse than a continuation ously embarking in it, and becoming the 

by birth, and if corruption cannot effect principal Avitness against him; his testi- 

the continuation, sedition and rebellion mony,aU relating to facts within his knowl- 

wrll be resorted toj for a degraded, dis- edge while at St. Petersburg, and before 

appointed, rich and illustrious family, he made Harris Charge des Affaires, and 

would, at any time, annihilate Ifeaven and subsequent to which he maintained this 

Earthy if it cotlld, rather than fail of car- very friendly official and confidential per- 

rying its point."— His abjuration rf the sonal intercourse with liim, and wrote the 

party, ana abuse of the men with whom letter alluded to, which came out on the 

befell in I8OO3 his letters charging them trial, 

with being the "calves of John Bull,"* It should be observed, that this letter 

* British bears and tory tigers," his sym- ^„ ^ 

• Sec Cunningham's Letter. , 
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Tfas written while Mr. Adams was em- that was even more expert in that aii than 
ployed in the Ghent negotiation, and it theyl Could any form of expression be de- 
was no doubt inspected by the British com- vised more defamatory and slanderous of 
missioners, who had such ascendency in the the character of his countrymen, than is 
Netherlands as to have commanded com- contained in these few words? — But not 
plete access to the Post oJSice, and the aid content with this, he next assails both the 
of those who make a trade of opening let- political parties of the country, includine 
ters, imitating seals on paper, and coun- every body but the Adams family^ and 
terfeiting envelopes, &c. 5 but tliis was on- even the form and character of the govem- 
ly a defect in the discretion of the diplo- ment itself — " a weak and penunous go- 
maiist; it might have done seiious injury, vemment, with but five frigates for a navy \ 
but it did not. The sin of this letter lies and scarcely five regiments for an army !'' 
deeper; it goes to the heart of the man. It This denunciation implicated the admin- 
evinces great confidence in, and friend- istration and the whole party in power, as 
ship for, Mr. Harris, at a time when, as well as the Government, and as to the 
Mr. Adams has 'since sworn, he had notes army contained a most unwarrantable mis- 
upon his diary of Harris's official cor- representation; it then consisted of forty 
ruption. I will not name the alternative regiments: and provision had been made 
of this dilemma. But the sin lies 8tiU for filling the ranks at more expense thaB 
deeper; it goes to the character and was ever incurred for the same object by 
PRiNoiPLEs OF THE AMERICAN CITIZEN, any othcr govemmeut. " One half the 
His country involved in war, Reemployed nation sold to the enemjr!'' what a piece 
in a high confidential station of tfie go- of information for the British commission- 
vernment, located in a foreia;n land, sur- ers 1 and how wickedly false ! The only 
rounded by those, whose feelin^gs were all serious disaffection existed among a few 
against us, looks back upon the land of of those whom Mr. Adams, had so much 
his nativity, sees it invaded by a most for- dreaded an '' eternal separation" from in 
formidable force, collected ''to crush us 1808, and whom he is now so closely 
atablow," the battles of Niagara, the unitedwith! "Sold to the enemy!" What 
victory of Plattsburgh, the triumph of a monstrous slander of the great body of 
Lake Champlain, and tiie glorious defence federalists in New York, New Jersey, 
of Baltimore, excite not the smallest ap- Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
pearance of gratification, much less' the ginia, &c. ^ 

entiiusiastic exultation which no patriotic But the whole letter was conceived in 
mind could have suppressed: Not only is the same temper that his father indulged 
there an utter destitution of any glow of in for some time before towards both par- 
patriotism or national pride, which such ties; Ms sound "talents and integrity"* 
events must have inspired in tiie breast of had been * insulted' by one party, arid 
any real American, but he takes some were "neglected'' by the otiier. "The 
pains to depreciate their character and two factions have conspired together,'^ 
value— and most especially those batties swd he in his letter of 22d February^ 
wherein the militia had been distinguish- 1809, " to smotiier all my glory"— " our 
ed for their gallantly. That of Platts- parties at present," said he, ''resemble 
Iburghand Baltimore, are disposed of with two ladies of easy virtue, in whose quar- 
the same sneer— even the prowess of the rels and scoldings, one reproaches the 
enemy is underrated, to give point to his other, with her weakness with a lover the 
slur against the American Militia— not last night, and tiie other retorts you are 
content with degrading tiiose who fought worse tiian I, for you committed adultery 
80 bravely at Baltimore and Plattsburgh, the night before, and put horns upon your 
he assails the character of the whole body, husband— unfortunately tii^re is too much 
"The firebrand Cockburn," says he, truth in botii. Neitherparty, however, in 
" has keptthe rawest of our militiaincoun- tiie insolence of tiieir rage, can avoid 
tenanceby his expertness in the art of throwin^^out sometiung in honor of Jolm 
runnineaway."— The simple meaning of Adams.' ...,,, r xt i. -. 

which is, that the cowaixlice of the " raw- Such was the strain of the father, when 
e«/" of our militia was only surpassed by he found that his son could not be Secre- 
the cowardice of the enemyj in other tary of State; timt«M^.Gdes,Mr.Mon- 
words, that our militia were too expert in roe, Mr. Pope, Mr- MitchcU, and Mn 
the art of ninning away to fight an wiemy ^ g^ cuivupjhM*' ^•ttw. 
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twenty others would be more likely J^--^ *^ the standard of moi'al treason en ihn 

lie most cordially hated both parties, and confines of the constitution." A few ex- 

his hatred increased in a duplicate ratio tracts from the Cehtinel will show its cha- 

; with the declension of his hopes for the racter at the same time. 

t advancement of his son. — Determined, We have already mentioned the hostil- 

however, "to move heaven and earth ity of il/r. w^df«W5 to the purchase o/'Zow- 

- rather than fail of carrying his point," " he isiana and its adoption into the Union. The 
declares that he will not die for no- Boston Centinel for 1813, when war ex- 
thing," and '^ his pen shall go as long as isted with Great Britain, renewed the com- 
liis fingers can hold it !" — But Mr. J. Q. plaints against tlte administration for that 
Adams was banished to St. Petersburgh measure. It was the sore grievance of 
'* because he was too just!" the family New England, destructive of the political 

■ were mortified, the son went off in a sul- power of Massachusetts, andof "/Aeiw/7w- 

len mood, which he had been brooding enee in the councils of the nation to which 

over for several years, when he was or- she was so justly entitled.^^ 

dered to Ghent; but that mission appear- It was resolved by the same Massachu- 

ed hopeless; the British Ministers had setts le^slature which organized tlie 

given m their sine qua non, and our heir Hartford Convention, that "mc act for the 

of the " illustrious lamily" " in decay," admission a/Louisiana into the Umon^^^c, 

fancied he saw in the ' ' signs of the times" is a violation of the constitution of the Unit- 

something that promised at least some ed States,'^^ Mr. Adams held the same 

revenge for the insults and neglect he had opinions in 1804, and reiterated them in 

experienced, and possibly in his mind's 1823. This was one of the pillars on which 

eye beheld the germ of some new coali- the opposition of 1813 rested for their jus- 

tions that would resuscitate their hopes, tification. The toasts of the 4th of July, 

and verify his father's oracular declara- with which the Centinel abounds, indicate 

I t^on in the 3d vol. of the "defence," the character of the men and of the times. 

. viz. that " there will be a continuation of A few extracts will sufficiently exempli- 

; power in the same families as certainly in fy: — 

i n tfemocracy as in an hereditary aristoc- Boston Centinel, July Q, \%\A. 

i SntS'^"-7".^^.r'^^^^^ "The federalists of the U.ited 

T3mn^l V'^'''^' "by seaitionand States :-called a contemptible minority! 

^ Inrfiv^n Tn^ f ^^i'' butlike the Cossacks of the Don, renderl 

wX\^' ^J^^f ^171^^ JT^"^ *^^ «^ formidable by circumstancesh 

^SieTtW t?^^^^^^^^ ^'^''' ^''^ '^"^ LoANs-^may those who aid in the 
treasonable letter to Hams.— He was so prosecution of an uniust war, receive ex- 
wrapt up m his own ambition Lquerbills, « JHnST 

^uman race?' 
following, a 

into the state" Department. OneoT^s tiv^rX' r"„t™?! "' ^P-'^^^'^ti- 
first a«t9 having rSktion to the politico of Sutions to ^LriO 00^^^^^^ 

CenLel, toprint the kJs of Se SSd rnTb^Srtw{to th^TT"^"^'** 
States. The*^ former public printer had i'on! 4« '*"' ^^ ^"""""^^ '^^ 

Deenatirm and undeviatina; republican wtKaV «^,.c««o k • x j 

and supporter of the adminis Jtions of A^\Zt'bX^T\^.^T^f^ *! 
Jefferson and Madison, and of the conn *'^'^g*^*^/ '™™ ™^ legislature to meet 

try inthelatewar^h'E^land^hehad o? jC^I-i^W ^^^^'^T.'^* ^^^^ 
never wavered under tl,e most appalling ISef ote, Zl^^ "^•*''*""' "P"5 
itown,of^e faction that had th.Ki^eS tc^rSf «d 'fp'o^Se ^SrZSs'tf 
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pncserving our resources, and of defence the Northern States and Southern Jltlaa^' 
against the enemy, and to devise and sug- He states, have a community of interests 
gest for adoption, by those respective and a natural dependence on each pther." 
States, such measures as they may deem In the Centinel of the 7th December, 
expedient, and also to take measures, if 1814^ it is said, "there are men who 
they shall tlimk proper, for procuring a know that our troubles are not the off* 
convmhon of delegates from all the Unit- spring of this war ahne^ and wiU not di€ 
ed States, in order to revise the constitu- vnth it.^^ 

tion thereof, and more effectually to se- December 10, 1S14:—^' We must «fo. 
cure the support and attachment of all mand that no new states toith feelings and 
the people, by placing all upon the basis sentiments foreign to our ovm^ shall be 
of fair representation. " This resolution cut out of the distant unlds and admitted 
was adopted, 260 to 90— and the Boston into the union.^^ 

Centinel, Nov. 9, 1814, in noticing the ^gain;—« Those who startle at the 
appointment of delegates from Connecti- danger of a separation, tell us that the 
cut, calls it the 2d pillar, arid the appoint- soil of New England is hard and sterile, 
ment by Rhode Island is called the Sd &c. Do these men forget what national 
jpi/ter, &c. &c.— In discussing the ob- energy chn do for a people? Have they 
lecte of the proposed convention at Hart- not read of Holland? Do they not re- 
ford, Mr. Russell introduces the follow member that it threw off the yoke of Spain, 
^^S Vp"**^?^^* . (our Virginia,) and its chapels became 

^^ J^^ cry of disunion and separa- churches, and its poor men's cottages 
tion of the states, there is a very plain and princes' palaces? . 

obvious answer; the states are already se^ In the Centinel of the 17th December^r^ 
parated, the bond of union is already bro- « Our course is so easy and plain, that 
A:cn;— broken by you, Mr. Madison, and I know not how the most timid can pausa 
the short-sighted selfish politicians who at the entrance upon it It gives us tlSt 
compose your councils i all that we s6e in start of the Southern states, find employ- 
them and in you, are the convulsions ment for our impoverished mechanics, 
which precede dissolution. The New brines revenue to our treasury, spica^^ 
England delegates may aid in the arrange^ activity and wealth through the country. 
ment of the succession, but they cannot, A pbage with England for a single 
if they would, arrest the progress of the tear, would bring every state East. 
deaih.^^ OF Virginia into our Confederacy." 

*' The convention must report to their ^A strict neutrality vrill give only tern' 
constituents on the subject of peace or porary relief It leaves government to ^ 
war — and if they find war is to continue, m^ike peace for us, and with tlwt peace, 
it is to be hoped that they will recom- such as it unit be, it Iwlds us in their power ^^^ 
mend that no men or money shall be per- " It will then be too late to demand alte^ 
mitted to go out of New England, until rations in the representation and security 
the militia expenses already incurred are to our rights as the only conditions upon 
reimbursed; nor until the most ample pro- which we tvill adhere to the Union. ^ 
vision is made for the defence <>/*//i6 jf^ew "It is said that to make a treaty of 
England States, during the continuance of ** commerce with the enemy is to violate 
the war; they will be justified before God the constitution and sever the Union; arc 
and man for so doing. they not both already virtually destroyed? 

" If the New England states determine or in what stage of existence would we be, 
to pay no money, and send forth no men. should we declare a neutrality, or even 
while the war continues, until their owe withhold taxes and men? Let us leave 
defence is provided for, they may sav€ it to the schools to put this question to 
themselves." rest, while we are guarding the honor 

" It is to be hoped that the convention and independence of New England." 
will see fit to propose a more general " By a commercial treaty with England, 
convention of the States, including «// « which shall provide for the admission <rf 
North of the Potomac, for the purpose of " such States as may wish to come into it| 
forming anew con/ec/cro/icm, grounded *' and which sliall prohibit England from 
onexperience;without, however,excluding <^ making a treaty witnthe South and 
the Southern .Atlantic states. We al- <* W^ which does not grant as at least 
ways did feel, and we continue tofeel, that ^ equal -luiYU^geii with herself, our coia* 
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<^*merce will be secured, our stahdino tors, just emerging from sedition and re 
<^ IN THE NATION RAISED TO ITS PROPER belllon agoinst. their countrj. 
«< LEVEL. If peace leavto us at the mere J It is not the peculium ^ven for tiiis 
*' of the Western States, we may dream of service that can be i^arded, but when 
*' freedom, but we shall be in bonds." the faithful are degradedby a withdrawal 
** We must no longer suffer our liber- of confidence, and the wicked are reward- 
ties to be made the S]^rt of theorists, the ed by special marks of it, there must be 
subjects of speculation of men 'of cold something ^rotten in DenmarkJ^^ We 
hearts and muddy understandings: nei- have seen one illustrious and decayed 
ther allow that region of the west which family struggliiiig for a continuation of 
was a wilderness when New England power by *' turning democrats, "or rather 
wrought the Independence of America, demagogues, and others in the last resort 
towrest from us those blessings which we recommending open "rebellion," and 
permitted them to share." ready to annihilate heaven and earth 
It would require volumes to contain all '* rather than fail of carrying their point," 
that might be quoted of the same charac- and both successfully rising into power 
ter from the papers of New England, and authority over the heads of the best 
which were the mere outlets from the ot patriots and most faithful public bene- 
ffrand reservoir, the Boston Centinel. factors. 

How exactly do these sentiments accord . Many other intervening incidents of 

with those expressed in the letter to Har- the same character might be noticed; but 

ris, in relation to the respect felt for our let us pass onto the inauguration. — It was 

government!: — But the cnief purpose of not my purpose to discuss the election, 

^ presenting these quotations is to show, in this place; let it suffice to say, we no'w 

■ that in 1814, there was a real conspiracy find *Hhe continuation of power in the 

' onganized to sever the Union, and in time same family," and in this " continuation" 

1 otk foreign war to commence a civU war^ acdoinplished^'by corruption, " aspredicted 
~^ deluge our country with the blood of bro- byTifr. John Adams in 1789, and which, 

2 ther'g flpillftH bj brother's hands, spread with no slight opportunity of knowing the 
%, desolation aver this fair land, and blot out truth, I do most religiously believe was the 
\ of existence the only sanctuary of free fact. Mr. Adams ascends the inaugural 
^ principles in the universe. Such was the chair, and proclaims a general amnesty 
I conspu-acy duni^g the late war. for obtain- for all political offences, and more espe- 
^ ing influence and power over the nation, cially to those who had so lately been 
^ and the Boston Centinel was their grand " sold to the enemy by their premdices 
, orggn and most effective agent and their ignorance." Associated with 
' ATiese things happened m 1813-14-15 his bitterest foe, in the administration, 

. —Mr. Adams came into the SUte Depart- his republican friends, by whose indul- 
ment actively in September 1817, and one gence he had been tolerated in their ranks 

J ot his hrst POLITICAL ACTS was, to con- for several years, find nothing but chUline 
stitute this very Boston Centinel, by spe- repulses in his speech, and more especial- 

i S;*^*?'^?^' *»^e organ of the government of ly in his first acts. Rufus King was his 

; the United States to promulgate its official first appointment (out of the Cabinet,) the 
proceedings to the American people! and prime mover of the organized resistance 
this, too, at the expense of the patriotic to the government during the war, and the 
editor of another paper who had labored father of the system of operation after- 
dunngthatpenlouspenod for his country wards adopted by the Hartford Con- 
andfor liberty. vention! These facts have been denied: 

1 he employment to promulgate the but let the public journals and records of 
laws and other acts of the government, the day be referred to— I have before me a 
was chiefly valuable as an evidence of the pamphlet written by H. G. Otis, in de- 
approbation and confidence of the admin- fence of the Hartford Convention, which 
istration, and m tins respect grateful to he excuses mainly on the ground that 
the teelmgs of a patriotic citizen who had other and similar measures were adopted 
done much seirice for the country— but it in other -parts of the United States not less 
was snatched from him by the calculating reprehensible than those by the New 
and cold ingratitude of Mr Adams, and England States. That which evinces the 
ffjen as an evidence of his sympathetic strongest similitude was a meeting held 
affection for tiie New England conspira- in New Fork in the month of August, 



1813. Rufus King was one of the com- to the advice and policy of Waahing^toti .{ 
mittee who drew up the following resolu- and Jefferson: — We see nim and theprin- 
iions, viz: cipal functionaries of his cabinet, whose 

'• That we are irresistibly drawn to the duty it is to attend to the public concemSf 
** conclusion, that the American people engaged in traversing the union like eleo- 
'* will, under the name and form of an tioneeringdemagogues, attending festival* 
^* alliance, be submitted to tlie will and and barbacues, making stump speeches, 
** power of the French Einperor.*' and striving to court the people to Aeir 

*'That in this view of the subject, the favour: — We see the President, throng 
question of peace or war involves all that his friends in Congress, opposing such an 
is dear and valuable to man on this side altemtion of the constitution as would 
the grave! We are therefore under the give the people the power of electing their 
dire necessity of declarinjr, that we have chief Magistrate, and this in direct violt- 
no c(mfidencein the men who have brouglit lation of pledges publicly tendered to the 
us to this perilous condition." They fur- nation belore his election: — And we see ia 
ther resolved, **That representatives be operation a demoralizing system of mis- 
chosen in the several counties-discreet men leading the people through the influence 
— friends of peace. The representatives of mercenary and corrupt editors of news- 
can coirespond or confer witli each other, papers. — Wlio then can doubt that Jdin 
and co-operate with the friends of peace Q. Adams never has been, nor is now, 
in our sister states, in devising and pur- worthyto be trusted as a republican? Who 
suing such constitutional measures as may can avoid thinking, that the safebr of our 
secure our independence and preserve our country, and the future destiny of free in- 
union. both of w^hich are endangered by stitutions, demand at the hands of the Ame- 
the present war." Such was the mea- rican People, that his ill-gotten power 
sure which led the way for the con spira - should be taken from him, accordinj^ ig 
tors in Massachusetts to orj!;anizeaBft| the form of a constitution whose spirit he 
years afterwards their convention of ^Pp has violated ? 

dele«*atcs at Hartford— That the prime It may be romarlcpH, in conclusion, 
mover in Nfew York and tlie prime agent that much more has been ^hown, "ttiaii 
and organ in Boston, should have been the was necessary to the justification of tlie 
first to receive the marks of special favor Doylestown resolution. That resolution 
from Mr. John Q. Adams, is abundant was in its phraseology and spirit temner- 
proof that his democracy lias been merely ed with a moderation and a scrupulous 
^•pxted. regard to truth, suited to the m^nitude 

But it is not from ail that we have ex- and solemnity of the subject. Have we 
hibited merel v, nor from his attachment to not proved^ incontestibly, that " Mr- Ad- 
the most obnoxious of the federal leaders ams affected to become a republican in 
in the Reign of Terror, and in the days of 1807," merely to answer the purposes ot 
the New England Conspiracy, that the his own vile ambition? Have we not 
insincerity of Mr- Adams' sudden con- disproved the sycophantic and disinge- 
version to republicanism is to be inferred: nuous allegation of Jonathan Roberts, that 

We perceive it, in the licentious exer- ''Mr. Adams was always a republican^ 

else of his patronage, prostituted from its in the true sense of that term?^^ 
design of promoting the public good to Our appeal is to the people, whose an- 
the purposes of mercenary reward to the swer, we confidently predict, wdl, ase- 
worstof men for political sei-vices.— We condtime, vindicate the principles of de- 
perceive tlie verj doctrine avowed in his mocracy, and drive back into private life 

*'Pw^>/ico/a," re-asserted in his first mes- the man whom popular ^ sufirages never 
sa«"e to Congress; — in the former, it is al- would have drawn from it. 



leged that " all power ought to be deiesat- 
tahy the people^ for their own benefit," 
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and'in the latter, that ^'the repve?enta-. i^ffer of John Quincy Mams j addressed to , 

tive should not be palsied by the will of j^^^.fff Harris, Esq. Charge d^ Affairt9 

his constituents :''— We perceive all the ^j ^j^^ United States, St. Petersburg. 

old doctrines of implied powers repeated Ghent^ l6th November, 1814- 
and even surpassed:— We see unnecessa- 

ry embassies got up, to establish political I>ea.r aiu^ nloasure of recetv- 

cinnecHons witliothe-countri^, Contrary . Ihav(>jU8t now the pleasure ot receiv 
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in* your favor of 14-26 October, and am generalissucofihe^iAnp^gnisyettocoinft 
hSdv to learn from yourself, the confir- and there is too much reason to appre- 
mafion of your recovery; of which, and of hend that it will be untavorable to 
your illness, I had a few days since been our side. ^ ^« 

Wormed by a letter from my wife. Left, by a concurrence of circumstances 

Near the close of the month of August, unexampled m the annals of the world, to 
it was our expectation that the negotia- struggle alone and friendless against thb 
lion here would have terminated in a ve- whole colossal power of Cjreat ISri- 
ry few days. It soon after became ai)pa- tain— fighting m reality a^nst her fot 
rent that 4e intention of the British go- the cause of all Europe, with all Europfe 
vernment was to keep it open, and to coldly looking on, basely bound not to 
shape its demands according to the course raise in our favor a helping hand, secretly 
of events in Europe and in America, wishing us success, and not dmng 80 
The policy still continues to pervade the much as to cheer us m tiie stnfe, what 
British Cabinet Nothing decisive is yet could be expected from the first funes of 
known to them to have occurred eitiier at tiiis unequal conflict, but disaster and 
Vienna, w in the other hemisphere, and discomfiture to us. Divided amono 
accordingly they temporize still. Unless ourselves more in passions than i»- 
something should happen to fix their wa- terest, with half the nation soti> 
vering pretensions and purposes, it will by their prejudices and their igno- 
belonl to the American government alone range to our enemy, with a feeblb 
to bring our business to a point This and penurious government, withfivb 
on their part would certainly be an hon- frigates for a navy, and scarcely 
orable and spirited course of conduct, five effioent regiments for an army, 
and I should have no doubt of its being how can it be expected that wis 

pursued, if THB desire of peace were should resist the mass of VORCJt 
not paramount to every other con- ^^Bh that gigantic power has COLr- 



sidi:ration- 




ED to crush us at A BLOW? 



The occurrencftfi «f the. war in Ameri- This too is the moment which he hi^k 

-ca have been of a diversified nature. Sue- chosen to break through all the laws of wa^^ 

cess and defeat have alternately attended acknowledged and respected by civilized 

the arms of both belligerents, and hitherto nations. .Under the false pretence of refali- 

have left them nearly where they were at ation, Cochrane has formally declared th^ 

the commencement of the campaign. It has determination to destroy and lay waste all 

been on our part merely defensive, with the towns on the sea co.ast wliich may b» 

the single exception of the taking of Fort assailable. The ordinary horrors of war 

Erie, with which it began. The batties ai'e mildness and mercy in comparison 

of Chippewa and of Bridgewater— the dc- with what British vengeance and malice 

fence of Fort Erie on the 15th of August, have denounced upon us. We must eo 

and the naval action upon Lake Champ- through it all — I trust in God we shml 

lain on the 11th of September, have re- rise in triumph over it all:— J>ut the first 

doiinded to our glory as well as to our shock is the most terrible part 6f the pr6- 

advanta^e — while the loss of Washington, cess, and it is ^at which we are now eA- 

the capitulations of Alexandria and of during. 

Washington County, Massachusetts, and The Transit will probably sail about 

of Nantucket, have been more disgraceful the beginning of next monm from Bor- 

to us than injurious. The defence of deaux. Your despatches by Mr. Forbes 

Baltimore has given us little more will go in her, if we get them in time. I 

TO BE PROUD OF THAN the demonstration havc iieard nothing from Count Nessel- 

AGAiNST IT HAS AFFORDED TO OUR ENE- rode. The Cougress at Vienna has scaTC^- 

. MY. Prevost's RETREAT FROM Platts- ly yet Opened: — but all the important ai:- 

BURG has BEEN MORE DISGRACEFUL TO rauffements are made, and there is no 

THEM THAN HONORABLE TO US, AND Wel- doubt that the termination will be pacific 
mngton's veterans, the FIRE-EATER "^ I am, with high regard and considenC^ 

Brisbane, and the fire-brand Cock- tion, dear Sir, your very humble and obe^ 

BURN, HAVE KEPT THE RAWEST OF OUR Ml- dieut SefVaut, 

LITIA IN countenance, BY their expert- J OHN QUINC Y AD AMS^ 

KJPSS IN the art OF running AWAY. Thc 
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